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Getting ready for 'The Guy in the Sky'  
I 95 morning jock to raise money for United Way  
 
By Brian Saxton  
THE NEWS-TIMES  
 
 

 | | |   

 
Jimmy Austin, left and Louis Lima, both of Danbury, work to put up 
scaffolding for disc jockey Neil Hedley. The two work  for Caldwell & 
Walsh Building Construction Inc., of Sandy Hook, that donated the 
workers’ services. Hedley will take up residence above a giant billboard 
on Stony Hill Road for 19 days beginning Monday. 

BETHEL -- Like the mailman, Neil Hedley never allows snow or rain or heat or gloom of night to hamper the 
completion of his appointed task -- even though he is doing it from the top of more than 20 feet of 
scaffolding.  

Beginning Monday, the 39-year-old radio disc jockey will again take up residence above a giant billboard on 
Stony Hill Road to help raise money for the United Way of Northern Fairfield County.  

Hedley, a popular voice on WRKI-I95, plans to camp out 24 hours a day for 19 days broadcasting the 
station's morning show, promoting the agency and encouraging donations.  

Last year, when Hedley lived for 19 days atop a billboard on North Street in Danbury, United Way harvested 
more than $140,000 worth of gifts from people who either stopped by the site or se nt in money.  

"It shattered all my expectations," Hedley said Friday. "I've got my own hopes and dreams for this year, of 
course, but I'm not going to tell anyone in case it doesn't happen. All I will say is that the reaction to this 
year's event, even in the planning stages, has so far been tremendous."  



United Way spokesman David Deschenes said Hedley plans to 
live on top of the billboard until Dec 15.  

"Because what matters to all of us, our families, our 
neighbors, our businesses, our communities and our quality of 
life is also what matters to the United Way, this event will 
provide everyone with the opportunity to make a difference," 
Deschenes said.  

Hedley's project this year is being supported by volunteers 
from many of the non-profit agencies funded by United Way as well as area businesses and civic groups.  

The News-Times has also joined the event as a sponsor. The newspaper set up a Web site -- 
www.GuyintheSky.com -- where online readers can make donations and check out Hedley's adventure 
through a Web cam.  

It's the 11th time in his radio career that Hedley has camped out for charity. He did it five times in his native 
Canada and four times in Hartford.  

"If you do something like this you have to do something extreme to get people's attention," Hedley said.  

For Hedley, this means sleeping and living in a tent on site and leaving only to use the bathroom inside a 
recreational vehicle parked nearby. The site is opposite the T arget store and close to Interstate 84.  

"I could have slept inside the RV and no one would have been upset, but that would have been too easy," 
said Hedley, whose meals last year were delivered by restaurants supporting the project and people 
volunteering to go out for food.  

Despite the traffic noise and his frugal habitat, Hedley said he rarely finds himself waking up in the middle 
of the night.  

"I go to bed around nine o'clock and then get up to do the morning show at 5:30 a.m.," said Hedley. "Like 
people living next to a railroad track, you get used to the noise."  

Still, Hedley's camping projects haven't always been blessed with good weather. Last year he woke up to 
find two feet of snow around his tent. Another year he was peppered by hailstones.  

"The weather is always the biggest challenge," said Hedley.  

Although Hedley says his wife, Kelley, thinks he's "nuts," she does take time to drive down from their home 
in East Hartford with their 2-year-old daughter, Olivia, to visit him.  

"My daughter came last year and had a grand old time," said Hedley.  

Paul Scalzo, owner of Scalzo Group Real Estate Services, which donated the site, said the location is 
"perfect" for the fundraiser.  

"Any time we have the resources and the chance to serve the community, we should be doing it," said 
Scalzo. "I think this is a great way of raising money."  

•  Contact Brian Saxton at  

bsaxton@newstimes.com  

GUY IN THE SKY  

Starting Monday, track Neil's adventure at 
www.GuyintheSky.com.  

Read his blog, check out photos, look at a 
live Web cam and make donations to The 

United Way. 



or at (203) 731-3332.  

 


