
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Three Local Residents to be Honored at Annual Awards Dinner 
 
DANBURY, CT (March 30, 2006) Ð The United Way of Northern Fairfield County will honor 
Celia Bacelar, John Patrick and Peter Brady at its annual Community Service Awards Dinner on 
April 11th at the Amber Room Colonnade in Danbury.  
 

Celia Bacelar will be the recipient of the Forrest C. Palmer Community Service Award, which 
honors a volunteer who is known to work behind the scenes as an unsung hero. This type of 
volunteer is typically seen within the community as a ÒdoerÓ, and has made an impact on the 
Greater Danbury Community through years of volunteer service. 
 
Celia is the founder and Editor in Chief of Tribuna, ConnecticutÕs largest Brazilian newspaper. A 
native of Brazil who immigrated to the United States in 1996, she has for the past eight years played 
a leading role in forging a cultural bridge between the Brazilian and American communities within 
the Greater Danbury area.   
 
Celia founded the Tribuna in February of 2000, which today is well known throughout the 
community and highly respected for its dedication to addressing important social issues. In addition 
to CeliaÕs journalistic accomplishments, she has established a number of services within the 
community, and has raised considerable funding for social service organizations in the area.  
 
She created the Center for Brazilian Assistance, a service that provides free English language 
instruction and community-focused seminars to the areaÕs Portuguese-speaking community. To 
date, close to a thousand members of the community have benefited from this service. She 
established the ÒBringing Brazil to the LibraryÓ campaign and raised money to open a Portuguese-
language section at the Danbury Public Library. As a result, the community has access to a 
substantial and growing collection of Brazilian books, CDs and DVDs. 
 
Celia initiated a Brazilian Flag-Raising tradition in Danbury to celebrate the Independence Day of 
Brazil. This annual event gives Brazilians living in the area the opportunity to share the patriotism 
for their country of origin with their American neighbors. In 2004, she extended this event to the 
City of Bridgeport and established free monthly seminars with the Bridgeport Police Department 
and the local Brazilian community. These seminars have created an important channel of 
communication between the Department and the community, and promoted a better understanding 
of city ordinances and laws. 
 
Through her tireless fundraising efforts, Celia has raised close to $30,000 to benefit the AmeriCares 
Free Clinics of Danbury and Bridgeport. She has also raised money for the HanaHoe ChildrenÕs 
Clinic in Danbury, enabling it to provide services to a larger number of children in need.  
 

Contact: 
Kim Morgan 
Director of Marketing and Communications 
United Way of Northern Fairfield County 
(203) 792-5330 x 38 
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John Patrick will be honored with the Peter T. White Volunteer Service Award, which is 
presented to a community volunteer who has demonstrated extraordinary leadership, has made an 
impact on the Greater Danbury community through an affiliation with the United Way of Northern 
Fairfield County, and exemplifies the spirit of community involvement. 
 
John is President of Attitude LLC and former Vice President of Internet Technology at IBM, where 
he worked for thirty-eight years.  
 
He serves on the United Way of Northern Fairfield CountyÕs Alexis De Tocqueville Committee and 
is a board member of Danbury Health Systems Inc. and Danbury Hospital. He is also a board 
member of Founders Hall and President of the Ridgefield Orchestra Foundation. John was founding 
President of Housatonic Habitat for Humanity and was a member of the Working Group on 
Authentication for the Center for Strategic & International Studies. He also provides pro bono 
consulting to a number of Danbury and Ridgefield nonprofits. In addition to his affiliations with 
humanitarian and cultural organizations, John is well known and highly respected within the 
business and technology sectors. 
 
Within the business world, John is a board member of Jupitermedia Corporation, Knovel 
Corporation, Guidewire Group, and Opera Software ASA, and has served on the Board of Advisors 
for Neoteny. He was a founding member of the World Wide Web Consortium at MIT as well as 
founding member and past chairman of the Global Internet Project. John has been an advisor to 
many companies including IntraLinks, Neoteny, Space.com and Third Age Media.  
 
Starting in the early 1990s, John dedicated his time to fostering Internet technologies. Considered 
one of the leading Internet visionaries, he is quoted frequently in the global media and speaks at 
dozens of conferences around the world. He has been named Òone of the 25 most powerful people 
in networkingÓ by Network World and was described as Òone of the top 30 people who drive 
innovation and provide the initial spark to economic growthÓ by Industry Week. John is also the 
author of the highly acclaimed book, Net Attitude. 
 

Peter Brady will be honored with the Encouraging Community Involvement Award, which is 
presented to an individual who has an impact on our community across regional boundaries. 
 
Peter is founder of the Handy Dandy Handyman Ministry (HDHM), which provides free home 
repairs and odd job services to those in need throughout the Greater Danbury area. Prior to founding 
this nonprofit, Peter was employed by Nestle USA as Director of Purchasing until his retirement in 
February of 2000.  
 
Peter started HDHM in 1999, working on weekends with two clients and 10 volunteers. Today 
HDHM serves over 250 clients and coordinates the efforts of over 900 volunteers throughout the 
area. Through HDHM, Peter ensures that senior citizens, widows, the handicapped, and the 
unemployed receive free services that include building sheds, cleaning rain gutters, fixing leaky 
roofs, locating furniture and countless other tasks that may otherwise be physically impossible or 
too costly to tend.  
 
This winter Peter exemplified encouraging volunteerism across regions when he involved people 
from many towns to support the food bank in New Milford. Peter coordinated donations from 2,000 
people Ð and at the end of three weeks, Brady's garage held 507 40-pound boxes of nonperishable 
items. He also raised $2,740 that was distributed to the Danbury and New Milford food pantries.  
 



Peter has been the recipient of many awards, including the Brookfield Rotary Club Volunteer of the 
Year, I95 Radio Station Man of the Year, the Governor Jodi Rell Connecticut Treasures Award, 
Regional YMCA of CT People of Distinction Award, Knights of Columbus Knight of the Year, and 
most recently, the American Red Cross of Western CT Good Samaritan Award.  
 
This event will be held on April 11th at The Amber Room Colonnade on Stacey Road in Danbury.  
Cocktails will be served at 5:30 pm, followed by dinner and awards presentations at 6:30 pm. Cost 
is $40 per person.  
 
For information on attending, contact Judy Hlavenka of United Way of Northern Fairfield County 
at (203) 792-5330 ext. 32 or email judy.hlavenka@uwnfc.org.   
 

# # # 

 
The Forrest C. Palmer Award 
When Forrest C. Palmer retired as Publisher of the News-Times in 1990, a community service award was created to 
recognize Forrest and his outstanding service to the community. This annual award is bestowed upon a volunteer who 
may work behind the scenes and is an unsung hero, is a ÒdoerÓ, has been involved as a volunteer for a number of years, 
and has made an impact on the Greater Danbury community. 
 
The Peter T. White Award 
Peter T. White, a United Way volunteer for more than ten years, served tirelessly on the Allocations Committee, 
SpeakerÕs Bureau, Campaign Cabinet and the Board of Trustees. Through his service as Chief Volunteer Officer, he 
provided extraordinary leadership during a period of organizational growth and change. Peter exemplified the spirit of 
volunteerism by caring for people throughout the community as a friend, colleague and dedicated public servant. To 
honor his service to United Way and the community, the Peter T. White Volunteer Service Award was created as a 
lasting tribute to his memory. This award is presented to a community volunteer who has demonstrated extraordinary 
leadership, has made an impact on the Greater Danbury community through an affiliation with the United Way of 
Northern Fairfield County, and exemplifies the spirit of community involvement. 
 
The Encouraging Community Involvement Award 
The United Way of Northern Fairf ield County presents this award to an individual who has an impact on our 
community across regional boundaries. One of the goals of UWNFCÕs Encouraging Community Involvement Council 
is to have people become aware of regional needs and volunteer beyond their town of residence. The most important 
resource we have is peopleÑ it takes a whole community to get the kind of results we need to improve lives. This award 
was created to recognize those who energize and inspire people to make a difference. 
 
The United Way of Northern Fairf ield County brings together community leaders, nonprofit organizations, volunteers 
and businesses to focus on the most pressing needs in our community and provides the resources Ð human, technical and 
financial Ð to attack the root causes of these needs. This work is called Community Impact. Through its Community 
Impact Fund, United Way distributed $1.8m to support 73 local nonprofit programs that address critical health and 
human service needs. An additional $600,000 was distributed to nonprofit agencies through donor designations, and 
over $150,000 is dedicated to Community Impact Housing Initiatives. Last year, UWNFC served more than 75,000 
residents in Bethel, Brookfield, Danbury, New Fairfield, Newtown, Redding and Ridgefield. 
 


